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The return of Pink-feather and other remarkable sightings from the bush!

Etosha National Park has received some early rainfall and the greater part of the Park that
was affected by wildfires earlier in the year has recovered.

“It's amazing how green it has already become”, cites an excited Sunday Nelenge, Etosha’s
own Area Manager. Throughout the park a number of spectacular animal sightings have
been reported both by tourists and guides alike.

Leopard, cheetah, elephant, lions and rhinos are
spotted almost on a daily basis. The highlight of the
month was recorded at Tsumcor waterhole where a
pride of lion predated on a sub-adult rhino. Two
days later the same pride killed a fully grown giraffe
at the same water hole.

Flamingoes have also been spotted at Fischer’s Pan
for the second year running. The large bird species
that use the shallow pans and marshes in Etosha
National Park to breed have not left the Park this
year due to the good rains that have kept the pan
replenished. Under normal climate conditions the
flamingoes leave the Park and find refuge at the Walvis Bay lagoon once the pan dries up.

Game viewing in Etosha is exceptional at this time of the year and there are huge migrations
taking place with the most noticeable ones towards Onkoshi Camp and Namutoni Camp.

Ms. Julie Borrows, a tourist who spent 2 days in Etosha had this to say, “It was wonderful to
be able to stay inside Etosha National Park at Okaukuejo - the proximity to the waterholes,
the ability to stay longer in the park, and the game that wander down to the camps
waterhole at night make this a fabulous place to stay. We drove just about everywhere you
could go in the western part of the park and saw prides of lions, had a lioness with her cubs
cross the road in front of us, saw black rhino at the waterhole at night, spotted hyena, and
many many elephants, zebra, giraffes, and of course all sorts of lovely smaller animals and
birds. It is a great place to just explore”.



Another remarkable sighting discovered
by NWR Guide Martin Nghitongo; has
been a Pangolin. The scaly and often
solitary mammal which prefers the sandy
soils in Namibia’s savannah ecosystems
and woodlands is an extremely rare
sighting.

Due to habitat destruction and
deforestation, the species is in great
decline, and this together with the
hunting of the Giant Pangolin as bush
3 : ‘ ¥ meat and for the supposed medicinal
propertles of its scales has led to concerns about population levels. Because the species is
nocturnal, few studies have been carried out. Currently the pangolin is classified as a "least
concern" by the IUCN.

All pangolins are able to roll themselves into a ball to defend them, and it takes considerable
force to unroll them. The cutting actions of their armor-plated scales, worked by powerful
muscles, protect them too, by inflicting serious wounds on anything inserted between them.
Pangolins also have anal scent glands that emit strong, foul smelling secretions.

With the weather in Etosha National Park nothing less than great these days, visitors are
welcomed to spend a day out in the Park to take in all these sightings. “It is normally hot
during the day but then becomes cool in the afternoons,” says Sunday; “We just
recommend that visitors bring along sunglasses and sun-lotion. The bars and shops at the
Etosha Camps stock enough water and even ice cold beer to counter dehydration”.

Temporary roadblock ahead! Flamingo at Fischer's Pan Mud bath near Onkoshi

Inside Etosha National Park NWR is your proud
host at the following hospitality facilities:
Okaukuejo Camp * Halali Camp * Namutoni Camp *
Onkoshi Camp
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